
South Central Regional Trauma Council 
Executive Committee Meeting 

Wesley Medical Center-Wichita 
Intrust D 

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
May 26, 2004 

MINUTES 
 
Present:  Debbie Glenn, Terry David, Shelia Rupp, Janet Cusick-Jost, Melissa Hungerford, 
Dan Leong, Cindy Rosebrook, Vanessa Smith, Kris Hill, Diana Lippoldt, Diane Hunt, M.D., 
Carolyn Jenlink, Pamela Martin, Sue Ebertowski 
 
Call to Order Dr. Diane Hunt 
  Chairperson 
Approval of minutes from the 15 April 2004 meeting 

Approval of the minutes was tabled, as they were not included in the meeting packet. 
 
Trauma Program Update Rosanne Rutkowski  

  KDHE Trauma Program 
 Kendra Tinsley provided the update in the absence of Rosanne.  The Emergency 
Medical Dispatch projects are moving forward with planning and implementation.   
 The trauma education contract will not be re-bid.  The education program will be 
evaluated in year 4 consistent with the Kansas Trauma Program implementation schedule.  
As of July 1, 2004, all fee funds will be assessed a 25% charge of all expenditures.  The 
funds will be used at the discretion of the Secretary of KDHE.   
 A report funded by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
(handout provided) revealed that Kansas ranks poorly with respect to trauma systems 
development.  Kansas has demonstrated little progress with respect to hospital verification, 
which strongly affects the Kansas Trauma System ranking.   
 The SC executive committee questioned whether the ACT had firmly established the 
model that would be used for hospital verification and whether the RTC should proceed 
based on the assumption that level 1 and 2 facilities would continue American College of 
Surgeons verification and the 3 and 4 type facilities would pursue a state-level certification.  
The committee discussed an assumption that if the state expected the level 1 and 2 facilities 
to assist the 3 and 4 facilities with certification, the surgeons and nurses would expect 
remuneration.  The committee expressed concern about the ability of smaller facilities to 
afford trauma system status and reinforced that the SC region values a voluntary inclusive 
trauma system.  The committee questioned how the State was going to make trauma center 
status attractive to smaller facilities as trauma is a problem in rural areas and it will be 
necessary for the trauma system to be an attractive option for them to participate.   
 The committee agreed that the State should determine policy and consult the regions 
to determine applicability before proceeding.  The adoption of proposed regulations by the 
state would assist the regions with trauma plan development and implementation, however, 
there is not a policy for verification to assist the regions in the process.  The committee 
agreed that the State should write the rules and regulations with priorities of the region 
revolving around issues such as patient flow, etc.  Once the regional trauma plan is in place, 



the committee discussed how the system would be communicated in the region and to the 
public.   
 Susan Quinn was hired to coordinate the Kansas trauma registry following the 
resignation of Sherry Davis.  The 2004 first quarter report will be due on May 31.  The ACT 
approved the trauma registry sub-committee recommendation to include children 0-14 in the 
registry admitted to a hospital with an injury diagnosis regardless of length of stay.  This will 
be implemented in the Fall. 
  The next ACT meeting has been scheduled on August 25, 2004. 
 
Reports from Sub-Committees 
 Staff Education Diana Lippoldt,   
  Chairperson 

• Survey Update 
Shelia Rupp provided the report.  A handout was provided documenting the 2004 

SCKTR education survey results.  The conclusion drawn by the sub-committee based on a 
survey data comparison between 2003 and 2004, was that the trauma education funding 
increased the number of providers trained in the three core trauma courses subsidized by the 
State, specifically, an increase in rural providers was evident.  The committee agreed that 
ABLS should be included in future surveys.   

The committee discussed the Rural Trauma Team Course.  A class has been 
scheduled in Chanute on June 25.   

Terry and Diana are working on the town hall meeting schedule to discuss trauma 
systems.  A sign up sheet will be distributed during the annual meeting on June 11 in order to 
sign up for town hall meetings throughout the region.  The presentation will include 
discussion of the trauma registry and the merits of a trauma system including the benefits to 
participant organizations.   
   
 Injury Prevention Carolyn Jenlink & Janet Cusick- 
  Jost, Co-Chairs 
 The co-chairs provided the update.  The Wichita Area SAFE KIDS schedule of events 
was included in the packet per the April 15 executive committee meeting.  The committee 
discussed the separation of prevention from education in the bylaws.  
 Motion:  Diana Lippoldt moved to separate prevention from education in the bylaws 
with Terry David seconding the motion.  The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

The committee discussed funding for prevention activities.  The sub-committee 
proposed a senior falls and burn project using a “Remembering When” presentation.  The 
“Remembering When” books have a cost attached.  The sub-committee proposed a train the 
trainer model and the target of the education would include public health professionals.  The 
committee agreed that motor vehicle passenger safety education already receives a large 
amount of resources and until the trauma registry provides the region with valid and reliable 
data to specifically target injury, efforts will be directed at the general problems evident in 
the region based on other data sources.   
 Kendra reported that to justify use of the $6,000 for the project it would need to be 
written into the regional trauma plan with goals and strategies.  Janet and Carolyn will work 
with Cindy to develop the prevention section of the plan.   



 The committee discussed the budget for the project.  They also completed the budget 
for the entire $6,000.   
 Motion:  Diana Lippoldt moved approval of the budget to include $2,125 for injury 
prevention, $3625 for the town hall meetings at 30 hospitals, $250 for the annual meeting.  
Pamela Martin seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote.  
The budget should be forwarded to Terry David and the executive committee upon 
completion. 
   The committee tabled a request by the prevention committee to sponsor a SAFE 
KIDS and area fire services regional event.    
  
 By-Laws      Terry David 

       Chairperson 
• Nominations Update-Terry provided the update in the absence of Donna Myers.  No  

nominations have been submitted.  Nominations will be accepted from the floor of the 
general membership.  The executive committee will develop a slate of members for 
recommendation to the general membership.  The executive committee completed a poll of 
current members to determine interest in re-nomination.  Officers are elected from the floor 
of the general membership according to the bylaws. 
 
Old Business 

• Trauma Patient Care Resource Assessment 
Cindy Rosebrook provided an update on progress.  The assessment has been mailed. 

A list of those facilities that have not responded will be provided to the executive committee 
for follow up.   

• Regional Trauma Plan development (see above-education sub-committee) 
• Annual Meeting Planning 

The executive committee will meet on June 11.  Kris Hill agreed to reserve a room 
for the meeting.  Dr. Stephen Smith will speak for thirty minutes on trauma case studies and 
the merits of trauma systems.  Kris Hill presented a catering budget.  The hospitality will be 
paid from the $500 meeting expenses originally in the budget and regional trauma plan 
funding. 
 Motion:  Sue Ebertowski moved approval of the proposed Via Christi catering 
expenditure of $750 for the annual meeting (see above explanation) with Terry David 
seconding the motion.  The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
New Business  

• General Meeting (See above) 
Announcements 
 Vanessa Smith was introduced.  Vanessa is the Traumatic Brain Injury Awareness 
Building Activities project coordinator at KFMC.  She is collaborating with SRS and others 
on the project.  She provided an overview of the forums that will be held across the State 
including a forum in Wichita in November.  Those interested in speaking on TBI awareness 
and how TBI impacts their particular service area should contact Kendra or Vanessa at 
vsmith@kfmc.org or ktinsley@kfmc.org. 
   
Adjournment 
 The meeting was adjourned. 


